Unit of work

	
	Description

	Learning area
	Information Technology Exploring Midi Pads No 1



	Focus / concept
	Familiarisation with Midi Pads and how to use them



	Group context
	Year 1-2 class split into two groups of 13



	Learning activities
	Week one: Children are given no instructions, just presented with midi pads on floor. Midi pads set to Pentatonic Scales.

Free play exploration using just the pads on the floor.

Split into two groups of 6 or 7

Task: As a group plan a way you would use the midi pads. Use the midi pads to present something to the class.

Week two: Free play with Midi Pads but sounds have been changed eg sound effects, different instruments.

Show children how to change program, notes, velocity and tones. Children experiment with sounds, making sounds, making sound patterns.

Demonstrate how to use Cool Edit. Record children’s voices and use edit facilities.

Save voice recordings.

Children form two groups and choose sound sequence to present to class

Week three: From memory, record all the components of the midi pads. Class discussion on what the midi pads could be used for.

Week four: Midi pad and Cool Edit software on class computer. Quick recap from teacher of use of Midi Pads software, children experiment with changing midi pad sounds in own computer times, over two week period.

Week six: Recap by teacher of how to use Cool Edit software, children experiment with recording own sounds and modifying in computer time.

	ICT
	Equipment used Midi Pads + software, Cool Edit microphone



	Other resources
	Blue Room Space, midi pad work sheet



	Reflections
	· Students were absolutely intrigued with Midi Pads

· Most students could change included sounds on Midi pads with ease

· Cool Edit was more of a challenge: children with advanced computer skills were able to access this technology

· Teacher skill level (lack of) impacted on the use of Cool Edit.

· Access to the Midi Pads also impacted.More access needed in situation where a small group could use the pads.

· Need more time so children can experiment with them and become more familiar with them

· Children who are not so computer literate were eager to access this technology and increased their skills using preset components of Midi Pads.




