Unit of work
Exploring Midi Pads No 2

	
	Description

	Learning area
	I/T, Arts-Music, Language



	Focus / concept
	Familiarisation with the Midi-Pads System

Care and use of the Midi Pads



	Group context
	Whole Class of 26 – Year 1 and Year 2



	Learning activities

WHOLE CLASS

WHOLE CLASS

Classroom Computer

YEAR 1 GROUP

Midi-pads Room

WHOLE CLASS

Classroom Computer

YEAR45 2 GROUP

Midi-pads room

INDIVIDUALS AND MIXED GROUPS

Classroom computer
	Session 1

Present Chn. With Midi-pads on the floor to explore and learn the use of.

Questioning given to promote self-investigation – chn. Are not given any information to begin with. Once a child discovers they make a sound everyone is given a chance to try them out, with the teacher altering the sounds.

Teacher gives explicit introduction to the Midi-pads – naming parts.

Session 2

Recall information from previous session – children name components of  the Midi-pads. Re-visit use, on classroom computer using keyboard and mouse. 

Chn. Draw the Midi-pads system and label components. (chn. given labels to cut out and paste onto diagram)

Session 3

Teacher pre-set sounds using Multi-mode

Chn. experiment in groups. Taking turns.

How can we use it?

Storytelling – teacher introduces and demonstrates use of Midi-pads to tell a story, conducting chn. on the pads ( l child on each pad)

Chn. then given the opportunity to make up their own short story, conducting other chn. on the midi-pads.

Follow-up session

Year 1 groups present their stories to the year 2’s

Mixed groups use classroom computer to experiment – they are now  changing sounds, velocity, and tone.

Session 4

Using the microphone and ‘Cool Edit’

Children given explicit instructin on how to record and play back sounds using the microphone

Experiment with sounds and altering effects on Cool Edit

Continuing Practice

Chn. continue to experiment with the midi-pads on the classroom computer in free time.

	ICT
	Midi-pads, cool edit, microphone

Midi-pads installed into classroom computer for use with keyboard and mouse

	Other resources
	Labels for diagram – chn. brainstormed important components of the Midi-pads for the labels

	Reflections
	Chn. really enjoyed using the Midi-pads and were keen to do more with them.

Working with the whole class or a large group was difficult as chn. were eagerly waiting for their turn to ‘try something out’ but had to be satisfied with watching others!

Better use of the Midi-pads on the classroom computer (even though the sound was not as good) in spare time or at will.

Chn. picked up their interest when we had the Pads connected to our classroom computer for a few days, and were much more involved. Group dynamics were coming out more.

Cool-edit was not used at the start due to being unavailable, but was not really necessary for initial introduction or use. The midi-pads alone had enough options to engage the chn. – they needed a lot of time for  experimenting and discovering all the uses of the system-making music, story telling, dancing (not explored by the chn.) and more?

Need pads to take full advantage of movement and music, we used them more for language activitities.

Suggest use on a rotational basis in classrooms for a block of time eg. 5 weeks. Tchrs. Need in-service and time to share good practices to get most benefit from the software. Installing onto classroom computer helped support sessions with the Pads.


