Unit of work Music Stringed Instruments


Description

Learning area
The Arts – Music (stringed instruments)



Focus / concept
To identify high/low sounds and to learn to recognise a  ‘scale’ of 8 sounds both low/high and high/low using the ‘stringed’ sounds of the ‘orchestra’



Group context
Whole class, then in pairs



Learning activities
Picture talk and tape description and sound of the ‘strings’

· Children listen to the sound of the ‘violin’ at various pitches

· Children identify high and low sounds

· Children then practice moving along the midi-pads to positions of higher and lower sound

· Children practice moving along the midi-pads in order (black – grey) (grey to black) to familiarise themselves with the sound of the 8 note scale.

· Play games  by moving the pads around to test aural, acuity re the 8 note scale. Children replace pads in correct order. Repeat using the sounds of the viola, cello and double bass.



ICT
Midi-pads/computer



Other resources
Pictures of musicians with various stringed instruments of the orchestra. Tape of stringed instrument music/tape recorder



Reflections
Most children became surprisingly accurate at identifying the 8 note scale (low/high) (high/low) and could identify the incorrect note/notes in the game where the pads were changed around.

With practice even slight differences in pitch were being picked up by most children



